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Melodee Brunken Wins Columbus Community Hospital’s Sheaf of Wheat Award 
 
For Immediate Release 
(COLUMBUS, Neb.) – Melodee Brunken recently received Columbus Community Hospital’s Sheaf of 
Wheat Award for September 2019.  
 
The Sheaf of Wheat Award recognizes noncertified nursing employees at Columbus Community Hospital 
(CCH) who have made a lasting impression on patients or their families. In honor of this award, Brunken 
received a certificate of recognition, along with a Sheaf of Wheat plaque. This was the fifth Sheaf of 
Wheat Award given to a CCH employee.  
 
Brunken is a certified nursing assistant (CNA), in CCH’s Swing Bed/Skilled Nursing Unit. She was 
nominated for the award by her coworker, Caitlin Matthews, who said that Brunken has a positive 
attitude and is very supportive of her patients and coworkers.  
 
In her nomination letter, Matthews wrote that Brunken “always comes to work with an amazing 
attitude. She attends school while working full time and no matter how long her day is, she comes in 
with a smile on her face.” 
 
Matthews also wrote that Brunken takes the time to get to know her patients personally so she can 
better care for them, and she is very attentive to their needs. “The minute a call light goes off, she is 
there and if she can’t personally take care of a request, she immediately finds someone who can,” 
Matthews wrote.  
 
Brunken cares for her coworkers in a similar fashion.  
 
“Melodee not only gives to the patients, she also celebrates and praises her coworkers whenever she 
has the chance,” Matthews wrote. “Melodee exemplifies the standard of care that Columbus 
Community Hospital strives for.” 
 
To nominate a noncertified nursing employee at CCH for a Sheaf of Wheat Award, fill out a nomination 
pamphlet and return it to any Sheaf of Wheat nomination box. Boxes can be found throughout the 
hospital or at coordinating CCH sites. 
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